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Official Project Name 
MR&T, Mississippi River Levees, LA 
 
Location 
The Mississippi River Levee system in the New Orleans District extends along the Mississippi 
River west bank from the vicinity of Black Hawk, LA, generally southward to the vicinity of 
Venice, LA and on the east bank from Baton Rouge, LA to Bohemia, LA. 
 
Purpose 
The project is designed to provide protection against a project flood having a flow of 3,000,000 
cubic feet per second at the latitude of Old River.  The Mississippi River Levees project is one of 
the Main Stem components which comprise the plan of improvement for the control of floods on 
the Mississippi River.  The contribution of each element to the overall plan is inseparably related 
to that made by others. 
 
Background 
The project is 99% physically complete.  501 miles of levees are complete with only 11 miles 
remaining.  The remaining deficiencies are minor, and within project freeboard. 
 
Authority 
Flood Control Act of 1928 and subsequent amendments. 
 
Scope 
The East Bank Gap Closures Levee Enlargement contract was awarded in Dec. 2003, and the 
Baton Rouge Front, Phase 2 Levee Enlargement was awarded in FY 04.  West Bank Gap 
Closures Levee Enlargement, Hohen Solms to Modeste, Levee Enlargement reaches are 
scheduled for award in FY 05.  We also plan to complete our evaluation of alternatives for the 
Braziel Cemetery and submit a position paper to MVD.   
 
Cost:  $434 million, $415 million Federal - $19 million Non-federal 
 
Progress to Date 
The East Bank Gap Closures Levee Enlargement contract is substantially complete. 
 
Partners/Sponsors 
Atchafalaya Basin Levee District (www.albl.org/ld_atchafalaya.htm) 
East Jefferson Levee District (www.ejld.com) 
Fifth Louisiana Levee District 
Lafourche Basin Levee District (www.legis.louisiana.gov/boards/board_members.asp?board=96) 



Lake Borgne Basin Levee District 
Orleans Levee District 
Plaquemines Parish Government (www.plaqueminesparish.com) 
Pontchartrain Levee District (www.albl.org/ld_pontchartrain.htm) 
West Jefferson Levee District (www.jeffparish.net/pages/index.cfm?DocID=1486) 
Metropolitan Council of Baton Rouge 


